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Guidelines, Good Practice and Certification



Advancing sustainable hydropower

Sustainability Guidelines

Sustainability Assessment Protocol

Sustainable Hydro 
Website

Blue Planet Prize Certification



• Non-governmental mutual association of organizations and 
professionals working or studying in the hydropower 
sector.

• Founded in 1995, under the auspices of UNESCO, to 
advance knowledge on all aspects of hydropower and to 
promote good practice. 

• Current membership: >2000 Individual and 104 Corporate 
members, from 84 countries. 

• Main objective: 

“Advancing Sustainable Hydropower”

International Hydropower Association (IHA)
Who are we?



International Hydropower Association (IHA)

Advancing hydropower’s role in meeting the world’s water 
and energy needs by:

• Championing continuous improvement and 
sustainable practices

• Building consensus through strong partnerships with 
other stakeholders

• Driving initiatives to increase the contribution 
of renewables.

Advancing sustainable hydropower

Vision statement



• Damages ecosystems

• Disrupts societies through 
population displacement

• Detrimental downstream 
socio-economic impacts

• Greenhouse gas 
emissions

• High risk investments

Criticisms of Hydropower
What are some NGOs saying?



Each hydropower project is an ambassador for the whole sector.

Past mistakes- lessons for the future











Is hydropower in 
the minds 
of the media and 
decision-makers?…

to help address:
• Security of supply 
(water and power)

• Fuel-


