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Millenium Development Goals (MDG) Report 2010: 

The unparalleled success of the Montreal Protocol shows that 
action on climate change is within our grasp 

 
Paris, 1 July 2010 – The recently published 2010 edition of the United Nations MDG report highlights the 
ozone protection success to date of the Montreal Protocol and emphasises its potential to achieve significant 
additional climate benefits: 
 
“By 16 September 2009, 196 parties had signed the Montreal Protocol, making it the first treaty of any kind 
to achieve universal ratification. All the world’s governments are now legally obligated to phase out ozone 
depleting substances (ODSs) under the schedules defined by the Protocol. This year—2010—marks the 
beginning of a world virtually free of the most widely used ODSs, including chlorofluorocarbons and halons. 
 
Throughout the process, developing countries have demonstrated that, with the right kind of assistance, they 
are willing, ready and able to become full partners in global efforts to protect the environment. In fact, many 
developing countries have exceeded the reduction targets for phasing out ODSs, with the support of the 
Montreal Protocol Multilateral Fund. 
 
Between 1986 and 2008, global consumption of ODSs was reduced by 98 per cent. Furthermore, from 1990 
to 2010, the Montreal Protocol’s control measures on production and consumption of such substances will 
have reduced greenhouse gas emissions by the equivalent of 135 gigatons of CO2.This is equivalent to 11 
gigatons a year, four to five times the reductions targeted in the first commitment period of the Kyoto 
Protocol, the agreement linked to the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change. Parties to 
theMontreal Protocol are now examining ways to use the treaty’s vigorous implementation regime to 
promote even greater climate change benefits. 
 
Without the action prompted by the Montreal Protocol and its Vienna Convention, atmospheric levels of 
ozone-depleting substances would grow 10-fold by 2050. The resulting exposure to the sun’s ultraviolet 
radiation would likely have led to up to 20 million additional cases of skin cancer and 130 million more 
cases of eye cataracts; it would also have caused damage to human immune systems, wildlife and 
agriculture. For much of the world, the time it takes to get sunburned would have been dramatically 
reduced, due to a 500-per cent increase in DNA-damaging ultraviolet radiation.” (page 54) 
 
As preparations enter into high gear for the September summit on the MDGs during the General Assembly’s 
65th session, a series of report launches, official events and press briefings are taking place at the UN in New 
York building momentum for this year’s big push to accelerate progress – just five years from the 2015 
deadline for achieving the Goals. This 2010 MDG report will be one of the key reference documents used to 
assess where UN members stand in meeting their MDG commitments. The full report can be downloaded 
from: http://www.un.org/millenniumgoals/  
 
The UNEP DTIE OzonAction Programme assists developing countries to meet and sustain their compliance 
obligations under the Montreal Protocol.  See www.unep.fr/ozonaction and www.ozzyozone  .org
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